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The country has gone through a monumental change since my last message
in our newsletter –new people at the helm and new agenda. As women
entrepreneurs, I believe we have the ear of the government as they do
champion gender mainstreaming and entrepreneurship. Here I will like each
and every one in NAWEM to look at how we can help ourselves and not just
wait for funds and government aid. Let us use innovative methods to garner
sponsorship from the private sector and to do this NAWEM must be seen as
relevant. Numbers matter and there is a concerted effort by the committee to
reach the 1000 membership mark. Naturally we will not compromise quality
for quantity, but I believe we can have both. Let us spread the NAWEM
message that our objective is to create entrepreneurial mindset in women, so
they become financially strong and are able to create opportunities for other
Malaysians - women, men and most definitely youth . 

NAWEM’s reputation has made us the first choice when reputable international organisations seek
partners in Malaysia. As we turned twenty five this year, I am cognizant that this has been due to the
work done by my predecessors and the members who have put the Association first before even their
own businesses, at times. We are reaping the benefits now. Let’s continue to add to the achievements of
NAWEM in the ensuing years. 

Invariably every Executive Council meeting, which is
once a month, ends with a birthday celebration.
Well, we have sixteen committee members and so
much to rejoice and count our blessings for good
health, peace and prosperity bestowed upon us

Message From President

Sarojini Ruth  
President

As President of NAWEM I  had the opportunity to meet the Council of Eminent Persons and the
distinguished panel was keen to know the activities of  NAWEM and the impact we have on women
entrepreneurship. Suffice to say the Council wants NAWEM to play an active role in the development
of women in business and be part of nation building.



NAWEM Women’s Day Celebration 2018 and L’OREAL-NAWEM Women In 
Business Cosmetics Super Sale was held on 25 and 26 August 2018 at Paradigm
Mall Petaling Jaya, Selangor. NAWEM’s aim was to use this event to Nurture
Entrepreneurial Women who are in the B40 economic space by giving them the
opportunity to sell and gain confidence to move on to more challenging business
terrains. 
L’OREAL, who are our partners in this endeavor, were delighted to see the 
impact the event had on the women and how they embraced entrepreneurship
and used this avenue to increase their income and exposure in the marketplace. 
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail, Minister of Domestic Trade 
and Consumer Affairs (KPDNKK) was the Guest-of-Honour at the official 
launching on 25 th August 2018. 
An event of this scale could not have been possible if not for the Corporate 
Sponsors namely SME Bank 1Caring Heart and BG Capital Holdings. Many 
NAWEM members came forward to sponsor as well and this is a gesture of 
goodwill for their sisters in business and humanity at large. 
The NAWEM – LO’REAL Women in Business project so far has trained 40 
women in sales and marketing. The next event is at KL Gateway Mall on the 8 
and 9 December 2018. This project is led by Saliza Abdullah.

NAWEM Women’s Day Celebration and 

L’OREAL-NAWEM Women In Business

On 2nd November twenty six digital woman entrepreneurs came on a
fact-finding mission to NAWEM to ascertain how NAWEM can benefit
them. They are a new breed - totally comfortable selling their products
on e-platforms and want to do B to B commerce using online tools.
Whatever the retail model is, it is important to be part of an organisation
to learn from each other. The face to face interaction in the physical
space is critical and these budding entrepreneurs do acknowledge this.
The VP Membership Ms Sandra Ghouse told them to use the NAWEM
website to gain more followings for their products as the cost of
advertising is minimal. The conversations were enriching and the
women left on a high note assuring the members of the EXCO who
were present that they will sign up as members. 
Readers, please note that application for membership is now online.
Log on to our website www.nawem.org.my and click "Join NAWEM".
Provide the necessary documents. If you encounter any difficulties,
please call the NAWEM secretariat. 
And once you're accepted as a new member, you will be invited to have
lunch with our EXCO at our office in Rumah Puspanita.

Membership in Nawem

To our new members, welcome and
looking forward to the networking

Captains of Industry 

On the 4 th of August about 70 NAWEM members from different
parts of Malaysia and guests attended a programme on Working
your Networks, organised by NAWEM Penang. The event was
held in Hotel Jen Penang. The primary objective of this event was
to showcase three powerful personalities who have made waves
in their industry. At the same time the members and guests could
network among themselves and with the distinguished speakers
and share and learn from each other. The speakers were Ms
Sarojini Ruth, the President of NAWEM and the owner of Data-
Tech Sdn Bhd, Puan Saliza Abdullah, the CEO of Berani Guards
Sdn Bhd and Dr Wong Lai Yong, a social entrepreneur par
excellence. It was only a half day event, leaving the attendees
wanting more as the talks and the Q & A sessions were inspiring.
The takeaways in terms of best practices and business strategies
were invaluable.More such talks are in the pipeline.



Women in Digital - SEDIC  

Hari Wanita celebration  
at NCWO

On first and third Mondays, NTC meets to enhance
public speaking skills We are an all ladies club but
we do have male members from other clubs who
have joint meetings with us or come over to give
speeches and participate as role players. 
Recently NTC with DHL Toastmasters Club
organised a public speaking contest for children of
the B40 community in Sentul. These children are
part of HopeWorldwide, a charitable institution.  
Please join NTC for continuing education and
personal development..

NAWEM Toastmasters Club 

NAWEM project NAWEM  trained 300 women in
digital marketing in ten locations under the Socio-
Economic Development for Indian Communities, a
government initiative to help the Indian
communities who are in the B40 group. About 60%
of them recorded an increase in their sales when
they used the tools they learnt in the course within
a week. The programme enabled women who are
in business but lacked the funds to expand their
market share to use the digital platform to reach
out to buyers near and far.This project is managed
by Andal Krishnan

NAWEM Exco
meeting with
Commonwealth
Businesswomen
to discuss
possible
partnership for
women
empowerment
projects

NAWEM beyond
borders - Meeting
the Association of
Female
Entrepreneurs of
Uzbekistan. Their
objective to meet
NAWEM members is
to learn and share
best practices for
women in global
business in the 21st
century.



NAWEMCARE

Dato'  Dr  Hooi  Lai  Lin

Datin  Nancy Liew 

of Marrybrown 

fast food chain

Congratulations to Dato Dr Hooi Lai Lin for the conferment of the Doctor of
Law by the University of Nottingham where she is the honorary professor of
entrepreneurship. NAWEM is immensely proud of Dato Dr Hooi’s
achievement and wants to dedicate this column to the interview Andal
Krishnan had with Dato.  
It is not meant as a cliché but it just seems that difficult early years do propel
human beings to achieve greatness in their later years. Dato Dr Hooi has
walked that path. To quote her own words” adversity drives resilience”. Due
to a lack of funds further education did not come immediately after high
school. Her 3 Ds kept her focussed – diligence, determination and
deference. She never deviated from this, even when she received
innumerable accolades, one being the winner of the inaugural WOMEN
ENTREPRENUR PRIME MINISTER'S AWARD in 2016.

But her success is not without sacrifice. Even with pristine time management, there are times she had to forgo family
celebrations. Another she says, is definitely ME time – not able to shop or to go the salon leisurely. There are
reasons why she needs to continue to work at this punishing pace, she adds. “ I have employees and they have
families. Giving them the security that there is a job with a steady monthly income, is a joy to me."  
According to Dato' Dr Hooi her greatest challenge now is “unreasonable clients”. Regardless of what time of the day
it is, they expect their demands to be fulfilled. Dato’s maxim is that she will never leave any stones unturned for her
clients. As she is deeply spiritual, she also believes the “extra hand”, as she calls it, comes to guide her. Dato' Dr
Hooi Lai Lin is happily married with two children and two grandchildren.  
She ended the conversation with these words “ your duty in life is to rejoice and praise. Be generous with kind
words”. I left with a beaming smile on my face. It has been a soul enriching afternoon.

NAWEMCare is a  charity project mooted by the EXCO of
NAWEM to collaborate with Koperasi NAWEM Berhad (KNB)
where the EXCO and NAWEM members contribute to
NAWEMCare. The money collected is used to purchase
cleaning products from KNB and distribute to selected charity
homes on a regular basis. The sale of products to NAWEMCare
will boost the income of KNB and the distribution of the cleaning
products will be a CSR effort by NAWEM to benefit our
community.  
 

Editorial Team:  
Andal Krishnan  

Anna Lee

Special appreciation from  the  Malaysian government to  an
Individual for bringing Malaysian fast food to the international food
arena & recognize contribution  in development of the national
franchise industry.

Two of the
beneficiaries of
NAWEMCARE -
Stepping Stones
and House of Joy.


